The effect of an office tympanogram on referrals from a primary care setting.
The effect of an office tympanometer on the rate of referral of children with otitis media in a family practice residency was assessed by chart review. After implementation of the tympanometer, the rate of referral to otolaryngologists was 13.9% compared to a rate of 5.1% prior to its availability. This increase in referrals appears to have resulted from improved diagnosis of persistent middle ear effusions.